THE ANNUAL REPORT 



Of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland , to His Excellency 
The Lord Lieutenant ; dated the 4th April 1818. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 18 May 1818. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD LIEUTENANT, 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

W E the undersigned Commissioners of Education in Ireland, constituted and 
appointed under an Act, passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of His 
present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for the appointment of Commissioners for the 
“ regulation of the several Endowed Schools of Public and Private Foundation, in 
“ Ireland ,” — Beg leave, in fulfilment of a duty imposed on us by the said Act, to 
make a General Report of our Proceedings from the 25th day of March 1817, 
to the 25th day of March 1818; and premising, that William Disney , Esquire, 
having resigned the office of a Commissioner under the said Act, John Radcliff, 
Esquire, LL.D. Judge of the Court of Prerogative in Ireland, having been 
appointed to succeed him by Your Excellency’s Warrant, bearing date the 18th 
day of February 1818, has taken his place at our Board accordingly. 

ARMAGH SCHOOL: 

We proceed, in the usual order, to report to Your Excellency upon the Schools of 
Royal Foundation, and to state, that the place of head Master of the School of 
Armagh having become vacant by the death of the late Rev. Thomas Carptndale, 
who had filled the situation with distinguished credit during thirty-two years ; and 
his Grace the Lord Primate having nominated the Rev. Dr. George Miller, formerly 
Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, to succeed him, we have allotted to that gentle- 
man a salary of four hundred pounds sterling out of the rents payable by the 
representatives of his predecessor, who enjoy the School Lands under a Trust 
Lease for an unexpired term of fourteen years ; and further, that we have appor- 
tioned one hundred pounds per annum as a salary for the under Master out of the 
said reserved Rents. 

BANAGHER SCHOOL: 

We beg leave further to report to Your Excellency, that Cuba House , near 
Banagher, having been surrendered to Mr. Bozees Daly by Dr. George Renny, 
Director General of Hospitals, and a demise thereof for the term of three lives, 
renewable for ever (for the purposes of the School of Banagher ), having been con- 
tracted for with Mr. Daly, tire Rev. Mr. Morris now conducts the School in that 
House (of which he obtained possession on the 26th March 1817, but, that certain 
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repairs and improvements, appearing to us material and necessary, the expense 
whereof, amounting to 298/. 18 s. gd (as per an Estimate furnished from the 
Master) cannot be defrayed out of the profits of the Lands belonging to the School, 
through their insufficiency to supply that sum within a convenient time ; we 
have therefore availed ourselves of the provisions of the ’19th section of the 53 d 
year of the reign of His present Majesty, chap. J07, and accordingly petitioned 
Your Excellency to cause said sum of 298/. 18s. gd. to be issued out of the 
Consolidated Fund for that purpose, upon condition of its re-payment by the 
Master out of the Rents of the School Estate, at the rate of 10 per cent, per 
annum, and the proper Securities to that effect being previously entered into. 

Here also we beg leave to observe, that the Survey and Valuation of the School 
Estate of Banagher , situate in the King's County, have been completed since our 
last Report; and we submit to Your Excellency our expectation that this measure 
of causing Surveys to be made of the School Lands granted at remote periods by 
the Crown, or by private persons, and which we have already adopted with regard 
to so many of the Royal School Estates, will prove of lasting advantage to this 
branch of public property placed under our protection, as at once affording a clue 
to the retracement and recovery of any portion that may have been alienated or 
encroached upon, whilst the known existence of such accurate delineation of 
boundary for frequent reference, will (in a great measure) operate as a safeguard 
against the recurrence of wrongful acts of a similar nature. 

CARYSFORT SCHOOL: 

We have to report to Your Excellency, that the state of things in the preceding 
Spring and Summer precluded us from re-letting the Lands of Shchanamore belong- 
ing to the School of Carysfort, at improved Rents, to such good and solvent Tenants 
as should thereby enable us to calculate on a fixed income out of them, whence a 
sum necessary for building a School House could be repaid by annual instalments, 
pursuant to the Provisions of the Act we have already mentioned ; however, our 
Agent to those Lands has reported his opinion that such a letting may be very 
shortly expected to be accomplished ; and the Architect w’hom we employ, has been 
ordered to select a proper Site, and to furnish a plan of a School House suitable 
to the Endowment. 



CAVAN SCHOOL: 

We have the satisfaction of further reporting to Your Excellency, that the 
exchange of a portion of the School Lands of Cavan, called Billis, for a pro- 
portionate number of acres of the Lands of Lurganbuoy, in the same County, under 
the Valuation of a Jury empannelled for that purpose, has been effected since our 
last Report, with a view to placing the School in a situation best suited to answer 
its objects, and the Board (taking advantage of the late change in the price 
of labour and materials) having induced the Contractors for the Building to make 
some alteration in the terms formerly agreed upon, which has rendered them more 
advantageous to the Public. The Edifice is now in an advanced state of progress, 
and we have already caused two instalments of the stipulated sum for which the 
Contract has been entered into to be discharged out of the savings of the School 
Estate, first having the sanction of our Architect’s report approving of the Work 
hitherto executed. 

We have to add, that the prospect of re-letting the School Lands of Cavan to 
solvent Tenants for twenty-one years, at rents -annexed to them by our Valuator, 
which during the last year appeared uncertain, has within a few months past 
proved likely to be realized through an improved spirit of industry and speculation 
evinced by the farmers of that country. 

DUNGANNON SCHOOL: 

We have to report to Your Excellency, that the surplus of the yearly in- 
come of the Estate of Dungannon School, after paying the salaries of the head 
and under Masters, being an annual saving of 400 1 . per Annum, has been set apart by 
us to accumulate for the purpose of being employed hereafter, under the provisions 
of the 12th section of the Act of the 53d Geo, III. chap. 107, in such manner as. 
to our Board shall appear most advisable. 
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ENNISKILLEN : 

We have further to report to Your Excellency, that the Reverend Doctor Bur- 
rowes, Master of the Royal School of Enniskillen, having been furnished with the 
Survey and Valuation of the Lands which form the Estate of that School, for the 
purpose of re-letting them on Leases for twenty-one years to solvent Tenants, has been 
empowered to do so at the Valuation in question; but should he demise them 
at any lower rate, then to confine the term of letting to the period of his own 
Incumbency. 

RAPHOE SCHOOL: 

We beg leave further to report to Your Excellency, that a Visitation of the 
School of Raphoe was held on the 9th day of April 1817, by Visitors duly appointed 
by our Board, who made their Report to us on the 19th of the same month ; which 
Report stating to us that the Reverend James Irwin, appointed head Master of that 
School, and Mr. Thomas Irwin, under Master, by appointment of the head Master 
(though of the latter appointment having had the consent and approbation of the 
Lord Lieutenant no evidence was produced to the Visitors) their salaries had not 
been fixed at the period of such appointments ; it was then resolved by our Board, 
that the head Master of this School appearing to have been so appointed under the 
impression that the salary of 350 /. per annum (enjoyed by his predecessor should 
be continued to him), the said sum of 350 /. per annum should be allowed him by 
this Board, as well for the time that he had held said office, as for the time he 
might continue to hold it ; and on similar considerations that the salary of the under 
Master should be 1.50/. per annum, as well for the time he had held the said office 
as for the time he should continue to hold it. 

And the Visitors reporting to us, with respect to claims made by the Reverend 
John Irwin as Representative of his Father the late Reverend James Irwin (a former 
Master) for reimbursement of the sums expended by him in additions to and repairs 
of the School House of Raphoe, and a claim made by the present Master on 
account of dilapidations, that no attempt had been made to supply that deficiency 
of evidence which had heretofore prevented the Board from entertaining the conside- 
ration of them (neither the original Memorial to the late Primate Newcome, on 
which the additions and repairs were stated to have been executed, nor the com- 
mission of Valuation and Return of the Commissioners, nor any copy thereof from 
the proper office, having been laid before them, and no commission of dilapidation 
having been sued out, either by the present Master, or by his elder brother the 
Reverend John Irwin, (who succeeded their father on his death in the beginning of 
the year 1811, and was his personal representative) it consequently rested quite 
unascertained by any official document, what any of the said before-mentioned sums 
stated as expended for repairs and improvements, or charged for dilapidations 
might be ; and whether any and what portion thereof was chargeable to the account of 
the late Reverend James Irwin's representatives, so as to constitute a fair set-off (for 
so much as it should appear to amount to) to the claim made by them ; which report 
of the said Visitors was then j-eceived and adopted by this Board, as coinciding in 
the opinions therein expressed. 

NAVAN AND BALLYROAN : 

We have to report to Your Excellency, that we await the final decision of the 
Court of Chancery in the causes pending there respecting the Schools of Navan and 
Ballyroan ; and our Solicitor reports to us, that Issue having been joined in the cause 
of the Attorney General against Lord Tara and others, it will stand for hearing 
before the Lord Chancellor in the approaching Term. 

IIEWETSON’S SCHOOL: 

We further report to Your Excellency, that in the cause instituted by us against 
the Trustees under the Will of Doctor Patrick Hewetson, of Betaghstown, in the 
County of Kildare, deceased, the Lord Chancellor has pronounced a Decree to 
account for the Funds of the School founded at the place last mentioned ; and the 
Accounts are at present before the Master to whom they had been referred. 
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WETHERALL’S SCHOOL: 

We have further to report to Your Excellency, that the proceedings which we 
caused to be taken in July 1815, for the recovery of the Trust Fund devised many 
years ago by Richard Wether all, for the purposes of a School at Rathfarnham, and 
to which we have adverted in a former Report, are still carried on; and the Trial 
of an Ejectment on the title brought in the name of the Coheirs and Devisees of 
the late Right honourable Thomas Connolly , and of the Commissioners of Education, 
for the recovery of the devised Lands, (to which defence had been taken by the 
Persons in possession) will take place in the ensuing Term. 



TULLIVIN SCHOOL: 

We have further to report to Your Excellency, that the discovery of heavy 
encumbrances, and unsatisfied judgments affecting the Estate of Mr. Moore Boyle, 
at Tullivin, a few acres of which had been agreed to be taken for the purpose of 
building a School House at that place, under the endowment of the late William 
Moore, Esq. as being answerable to the intentions of the Testator for the use of the 
Tenantry of the Estate in Question, have thrown a material obstacle in the way of 
commencing the School House on the Site which had been fixed upon, and which 
the Trustees consider highly adapted for the purpose and although a considerable 
Fund is ready for the execution of the Work, we find ourselves much embarrassed by 
the legal liability to which we should subject it, if employed on a piece of Ground 
charged with those encumbrances; as we labour under the deficiency of such a 
legislative provision for the protection of Land demised to our Board for the 
purposes of Education, as has been afforded by Parliament in other cases. 



KILDEMO SEMINARY: 

We beg leave to report to Your Excellency, that in the Month of July last, an 
application having been made to our Board, by the Association for discountenancing 
Vice, and promoting the practice of Religion and Virtue, accompanied with some 
documents which had been laid before that body, containing subject of serious 
inquiry relating to the administration of a Seminary situate at Kildemo , in the 
County of Limerick, for the Maintenance and Education of Parish Clerks and School- 
masters, and deriving Aid Irom the Association; and which matters it appeared 
to that body highly desirable to have investigated without loss of time, by an 
Authority competent to summon Witnesses, and to take Evidence on Oath, we 
proceeded accordingly to appoint a Visitor for the exercise of the functions required ; 
and we have caused the Evidence taken before him upon that occasion, together with 
all such other documents as related to the subject, to be furnished to the Association, 
and having so done we consider that we have fulfilled on our part the object of their 
application. 



DIOCESAN SCHOOLS: 

We beg leave further to report to Your Excellency, that in consequence of a 
Letter from Mr. Gregory, written to us by Your Excellency’s direction, in the 
Month of February last, enclosing a Petition of the Rev. Doctor Willis, Diocesan 
Schoolmaster of Limerick , and desiring our opinion, how far the Prayer of that 
Petition ought to be complied with, we caused our Secretary to state to Mr. Gregory, 
for the information of Your Excellency, that we should give the subject our fullest 
consideration, but that its magnitude (on account of important questions connected 
with it,) added to the absence (at the present period) of some of the Ecclesiastical 
Members of our Board with whom we desire to consult, might delay the expression 
of our opinion, which Your Excellency would choose to have conveyed in the most 
ample and satisfactory manner. — In the mean time however, we have made appli- 
cation to the Lord Bishop of Limerick for information as to the particular facts set 
forth in the Memorial of Doctor Willis, and have received for answer, that at his 
Lordship’s return to Limerick , from his attendance on the Board of First Fruits, he 
would make every inquiry, and communicate to us the result; however, that it 

appeared 
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appeared a matter of surprize to his Lordship, that Doctor Willis should have 
presented such a Memorial without having previously submitted it to or obtained 
the approbation of his Diocesan. 



Having thus far reported to Your Excellency upon such matters as were sufficiently 
■mature to deserve Your Excellency’s present notice, we defer submitting other 
topics of regulation and inquiry until they shall be more suited, by their state of 
progress, to claim the attention of Y our Excellency. 

{ CHARLES CASHEL. (Seal.) 

NATHANIEL DOWN. (Seal.) 

THO 5 ELR1NGTON. (Seal.) 

W M TUAM. (Seal.) 

Dated April 4th 1818. 



(Signed) Cham. Wm . Walker, 

Secretary. 
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